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USER MANUAL  
 

Congratulations on your purchase of the Cyber - Rain 
XCI Smart Sprinkler Controller System  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I f you are experiencing difficulties with your Cyber - Rain System, 
please contact our Technical Support Department  

Tel ephone :  (877) 888 -1452  
Em ail:  support@cyber - rain.com  

mailto:support@cyber-rain.com
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Cyber - Rain XCI Installation and Operat ion Manual  
 

Software Version 4 .12  

 

Thank you for purchasing the Cyber -Rain  XCI , the smart  sprinkler controller that saves you time , money , 

and helps the environment.  

Package Contents 
 

A.  Cyber -Rain  XCI  Sprinkler Controller  

B.  Mounting Hardware  

C. Rain/ Flow Sensor Harness es (Pro Model only)  

D.  Valve Wiring Harness  (2 harnesses for 16 zone model)  

E. USB Wireless Access Point Module  

F. USB Cable  

G.  Power Supply  

 

Installation  

Pre-Installation Checklist  
 

The following hardware and software  is required  for the Cyber -Rain  XCI controller and software

 installation :  

 

V A PC running Windows Vista or Windows XP  (with Service Pack 2 or later ) .  

V An unused USB Port. If you do not  have a free  USB port, your local electronics store sell s 

powered  USB hubs that provide additional USB ports .  

V 100MB free disk space  on your PC.  

V Broadband Internet access (DSL, cable modem, etc.) . Please make sure your I nternet 

connection is available at the time of initial installation. If you have a dialu p connection , it  

should be act ive at the time of installatio n.  

A 

D 

C 

B 

E 
F G 
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Install  Controller  
 

Now is a good time to make a note of your Cyber -Rain XCI controller serial number ( 14 -digit 

number located on the back of the controller):  

 

My Cyber -Rain XCI Serial Number: _______________________________________ ______  

 

1.  Mount the C ontroller.  

Mount the controller on the wall with two # 10  screws (included) mounted 6ò apart (using the 

included template).   If the controller will be mounted to hollow drywall, it is recommended that 

drywall anchors (included) are used t o secure the mounting screws in place.  Proper insertion of 

the drywall anchors requires carefully drilling a hole at each location with a ıò drill bit 

(available at your local hardware store), and pushing one anchor into each hole.  For outdoor 

applicatio ns, mount the controller in a plastic weatherproof box  (available from most Cyber -

Rain authorized reseller s or directly from www.cyber - rain.com ) . 

 

2.  Connect the Controller  

Note: If your irrigation system uses a master valve or pump (usually to draw water from a 

source such as a well  or to provide additional water pressure ) you will also need to use the 

master valve lead marked ñMò. The Cyber-Rain controller will provide constant power to the 

pump / master valve in order  to enable watering. If you do not have a master valve or pump 

installed, you will not need this feature.  

 

The controller  needs to be connected to you r sprinkler valves. If you have an existing sprinkler 

controller, the sprinkler valves are connected to th e controller with the wires typically inserted 

into numbered slots , which are called zones .  Often these wires are in multiple colors. Before 

disconnecting an existing  controller,  make  note of  which wire  run s to each sprinkler  valve and 

mark  them according ly .   

 

There should be a single wire for each zone plus a ñcommonò wire. The common wire is 

generally the white  wire.  ( If you are replacing an existing sprinkler controlle r note the wire 

marked ñcommonò or ñground.ò)  Make sure that each valve wire  has at  least İò of wire 

exposed on the end which will be connected to the Cyber -Rain controller.  If not, a pair of 

standard wire strippers can easily fix this.  

 

Connect the ñcommonò wire to the left most opening in the valve wiring harness (make sure the 

screw terminals are facing up) . Wires are connected by inserting the wire into the 

corresponding socket from the bottom of the harness and using a 1/8ò slotted screwdriver to 

tighten the wire at the appropriate terminal location  (Figure 1) .  

 

 

         Figure  1 

http://www.cyber-rain.com/
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Next, connect the sprinkler valve wires and tighten for each zone starting from left to right 

starting with zone 1 and going thr ough zone 8 .  Make sure to note  a description of each  zone 

and the slot  that you are connecting it to  on the chart below .  If your sprinkler system has 

fewer than 8 zones, start with zone 1 and continue until finished.  All 8 zones do not need to be 

activated.  If you have more zones than outputs available on your controller (either 8 or 16 

depending on your controller model) , yo u will need an additional controller (see section on 

ñAdding Additional Controllersò).  Insert the valve wiring harness into the connector located on 

the bottom of your controller labeled ñC 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mò making sure that it is properly 

aligned with t he two alignment slots  (Figure 2) .  

 

If you have 9 -16 zones, you should have the 16 zone XCI controller which includes a second 

wiring harness (note that this wire harness is smaller with only 9 ports instead of 10 ).  If you 

have two common lines, connect th e second common in the leftmost slot. Otherwise, continue 

inserting valve wires from left to right starting with zone 9. Then insert the valve wiring harness 

into the connector closest to the back of the controller.  

 

 

Figure 2  
 
Slot   Wire Color   Zone  Desc ription  
1  _______________  ___________________________________________   
2  _______________  ___________________________________________   
3  _______________  ___________________________________________   
4  _______________  _________ __________________________________   
5  _______________  ___________________________________________   
6  _______________  ___________________________________________   
7  _______________  ___________________________________________   
8  ____ ___________  ___________________________________________   
9  _______________  ___________________________________________   
10   _______________  ___________________________________________   
11   _______________  ______________________ _____________________   
12   _______________  ___________________________________________   
13   _______________  ___________________________________________   
14   _______________  ___________________________________________   
15   _____________ __  ___________________________________________   
16   _______________  ___________________________________________   
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* Please note: Cyber -Rain XCI is designed  to be installed indoors  (e.g., your garage , laundry 

room , other indoor  access area ) .  I f you wish to install the unit outdoors, please order an 

outdoor box from Cyber -Rain or otherwise install the unit in a weatherproof box  that is not 

made of metal .   

 

Next , connect the white end of the AC adapter plug to the bottom of the controller making  sure 

that it is tight and secure. Note :  the AC adapter plug can only be inserted one  way  (Figure 

3)  and will snap securely into place when installed correctly. Then , connect the wall transformer 

to  a 120VAC wall outlet.  

 

 
Figure 3  

Manual Operation from t he Controller Unit  
  

Your Cyber -Rain XCI controller can manually run  individual zones directly from the controller unit.  

After all zone wires have been installed, you may want to use this feature to check that 

all zones are working properly.   To manually run a zone , press the left or right controller arrow 

keys until the desired zone is displayed. Pressing the select  button  will activate that zone. Press the 

up or down  keys  to increase or decrease the amount of time your Cyber -Rain zone will stay active . 

Each press of the up/down key will increase/decrease run times by 30 seconds or, if desired, you 

can adjust the run time increment from the ñSystem Details ò tab of the Cyber-Rain s oftware.  Press 

the select button agai n to turn off watering.  
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Install So ftware  
 

Insert the Cyber -Rain Installation CD into the CD drive on your computer .  Double click on the 

Cyber -Rain Installation program (Cyber -Rain.msi or Setup.exe) UNLESS you are using Windows 

Vista.  IMPORTANT: to avoid security permissions issues when Cy ber -Rain accesses the Internet, 

we recommend right clicking on Setup.exe and selecting Run as Administr ator instead of double 

clicking on the Cyber -Rain Installation program (Cyber -Rain.msi  or Setup.exe ). The following 

pictures illustrate  the installation procedure :  

 

A Windows Security Warning screen may open. If so, c lick ñRun.ò 

 

 
 

 

The Installation Wizard  screen opens. Wait for the initialization process to complete before 

continuing.  

 

 
 

The ñWelcome to the InstallAware  Wizard for Cyber -Rainò screen ope ns. Click ñNext.ò 
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Please review and accept the Cyber -Rain End User Software License Agreemen t.  Click the  ñI 

accept the terms in the license agreementò check box and then cl ick ñNext >.ò 

 

 
 

 

The ñDestination Folderò selection screen opens and will default to the ñProgram Filesò directory 

on your hard drive. Click ñNext >.ò   
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The ñSelect Program Folderò selection screen opens and will default to name  the  file  ñCyber-

Rain .ò  Retaining this name will make the program easier to locate later. If you have several 

users on your PC and would like each of them to have access to the Cyber -Rain program when 

logged in, select ñAnyone who uses this computer.ò  If only a single user should have access, 

select ñOnly for me.ò Click ñNext >.ò   

 

 
 

The ñCompleting the InstallAware Wizard for Cyber -Rainò screen opens. Click ñNext >.ò   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


